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New formula for IITs may pile up pressure on students from 

backward boards 

http://www.hindustantimes.com/hteducation/educationnews/relaxation-of-eligibility-criteria-for-iits-might-pile-

up-pressure-on-students-from-backward-boards/article1-1270758.aspx 

To arrive at a formula for admission to the best engineering institutes of the country, the union Human Resource 

Development (HRD) ministry has changed the eligibility criteria for JEE (Advanced) In a statement released 

last week, the ministry announced that all aspirants who score more than 75% in their Class 12 board exams 

will also be eligible to participate in the IIT counselling, provided they clear the JEE (Main) exam.  

For the past two years, only those students whose scores lay in the top 20 percentile of their respective boards 

could make it to the IIT final ranking.  

Now, students have to score 75% in their boards or make it to the top 20 percentile, whichever is lower.  

The change in the much-feared, widely-taken Joint Entrance Exam for admission to the 16 Indian Institute of 

Technologies (IITs) was brought about after a discussion with the IIT’s Joint Admissions Board (JAB). The 

ministry plans to launch five new IITs over the next few years.  

Last year, the JEE (Main) was taken by almost 16 lakh students, who competed for about 10,000 IIT seats. 

There was a furore amongst candidates who found that despite clearing JEE (Main) and scoring very high 

percentages in the boards, they failed to land in the top 20 percentile of the boards thereby missing out on an IIT 

rank.  

According to RK Shevgaonkar, director, IIT Delhi, the step was taken after extensive research in the high 

school marking scheme across higher education boards in the country. “Over the last two years, we found that 

there are many variations in the way various boards assess their students. A few boards allot very high scores, 

while others are stringent in their marking,” he says.  

“To make sure JEE (Advanced) remains inclusive, we have included the parameter of 75%,” he says. While 

students from national boards like CBSE, ISC and IGCSE are glad that the rules have become lenient, a few 

experts question the fairness of having a common percentage formula in a country full of vastly different 

education styles and backgrounds.  

THE LOGIC  

In 2012, under the direction of the then HRD minister Kapil Sibal, the union ministry had concluded that 

engineering aspirants were ignoring school academics because of pressure to perform in the entrance exams. A 

decision was taken to include Class 12 board marks in a way that students focus on both.  

“We wanted to ensure that schools are not being ignored in the race to score in JEE. That is why the top 20 

percentile of the board formula was devised,” says Pradipta Banerji, director, IIT Roorkee.  

In the two JEE exams between then and now, it was noticed that students scoring very high board exam marks 

did not find themselves on the IIT merit list.  

“Last year, almost 250 aspirants couldn’t participate in the counselling. One aspirant scored very high in the 

JEE (Main) and secured a spot in electrical engineering at IIT Delhi. However, because his board percentage 

did not fall in the top 20 percentile, he had to give up the seat,” says Banerji.  

http://www.hindustantimes.com/hteducation/educationnews/relaxation-of-eligibility-criteria-for-iits-might-pile-up-pressure-on-students-from-backward-boards/article1-1270758.aspx
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Many national boards such as the CBSE, ISC and a few state boards – including those of Andhra Pradesh and 

Kerala — are liberal with their scoring. On the other hand, in states like Bihar, Uttar Pradesh and most north-

eastern states, marking is very stringent. This year, for instance, to land in the top 20 board percentile, an 

Andhra Pradesh board student had to score minimum 92%, while that requirement for the Assam board was 

56%.  

So until now, if you scored 91% in the Andhra Pradesh board, lay within the top 1.5 lakh of the JEE (Main) and 

scored well in the JEE (Advanced) exam, you would still not earn an IIT seat. “This dissapointed students 

greatly,” says Aakash Chaudhry, director, AESPL. To preclude this, the Joint Admission Board (JAB) of the 

IITs, along with the union HRD ministry, relaxed the eligibility to include those who scored minimum 75% in 

their respective boards.  

THE COUNTERVIEW  

While the decision has received positive feedback from most circles, a few voices of dissent say that this rule 

will go against students from underdeveloped boards.  

“By relaxing the criteria for  students from elite boards like CBSE and ISC, the government has made the JEE 

even tougher for those from the poorer states,” says Praveen Tyagi, director, IITian’s PACE and PACE junior 

college, which train students for the JEE exams.  

According to Tyagi, as scoring 75% in the national boards is a cakewalk for many students, thanks to the lenient 

marking scheme, these students can focus their energy towards the JEE competitive examination. On the 

contrary, aspirants from boards in which even toppers don’t secure 75%, will now not only fight hard to land in 

the top 20 percentile, but also compete with the already well-prepared students from national or larger boards.  

A few voices are also questioning the arbitrary percentage of 75%. “This move will make the students lazy 

about school. The IITs will not get the best students using this formula,” says Hussain Tambawala, co-founder, 

MelonPrep, an assessment platform.  

Others raise concern about the IIT’s obsession with marks. “JEE only tests Maths and recall value, while an 

actual work place requires much more. Other than just assessing domain knowledge, soft skills should also be 

tested,” says Nagendran Sunderarajan, executive vice president, MeritTrac, a testing & skills assessment 

company.  

THE BENEFITS  

The earlier criteria demanded a lot from students. “Rote learning is required to score high in boards. To score in 

the JEE, aspirants have to have conceptual knowledge. Performing exceptionally in both is difficult. Students 

can now steer focus back to the JEE,” says RL Trikah, director, FIITJEE coaching institute.  

Karan Soni, 16, and student of PACE Junior College, Andheri (West) is happy with the decision. “Having a 

clear aim of 75% in the Class 12 exams makes it easier for me. I do not have to worry about how the others will 

perform.”  
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IIT-Guwahati conducts workshop on high-

performance computing 

TNN | Oct 2, 2014, 01.20 PM IST 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/education/news/IIT-Guwahati-conducts-workshop-on-high-performance-

computing/articleshow/44085210.cms 

GUWAHATI: The high-performance computing (HPC) group of IIT-Guwahati recently conducted a three-day workshop on 

graphic processing unit (GPU) programming and applications, 2014, on the campus.  

 

The workshop, jointly conducted with IIT-Bombay and Centre for Development of Advanced Computing (CDAC), was 

inaugurated by professors H P Khincha and S C Sahasrabudhe along with Sukumar Nandi. It was attended by more than 

150 researchers, faculty members, students, industry partners from across the country. Hands-on experiments were 

performed by participants to understand the nitty-gritty of GPU programming.  

 

Vishal Bharat, an HPC expert, said high-performance clusters play an important role in the development of scientific 

solutions for new research and will help the northeast to maintain the development pace with the rest of the country.  

 

"The workshop is a great initiative towards making HPC adoption popular in the region. It will facilitate research of 

applications in engineering disciplines that employs HPC technologies," Bharat said.  

 

HPC group's mission at IIT-Guwahati was to carry out multi-disciplinary research in reconfigurable, parallel and 

distributed computing as a basis for a long-term partnership and collaboration among industry, academicians and 

government, focus on research in advanced computer architectures, algorithms, networks and systems, both theoretical 

and applied, to carry out state-of-the-art research and development with collaborators with maximized synergy and 

pooled, leveraged resources.  

 

Gaurav Trivedi, assistant professor of the electronic and electrical department at IIT-Guwahati, said, "HPC can help solve 

real-life problems in a reasonable time which can otherwise take years. In floods and seismic predictions, weather 

forecasting, oil exploration and live video analysis, use of HPC can be extremely beneficial for the people of the region. It 

will enable us to train skilled manpower to develop know-how for computationally intensive real life problems."  

 

PSV Nararaj and S Gopalkrishanan, faculty members of IIT-Bombay, delivered the keynote speech in the workshop. 

Tomas Shejbal and Michal Mandlik from the University of Pardubice, Czech Republic, presented a talk on multi-target 

tracking using multi-static radar using GPU. 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/education/news/IIT-Guwahati-conducts-workshop-on-high-performance-computing/articleshow/44085210.cms
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